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J4 Meeting 220 MINUTES


Accredited Standards Committee

NCITS

Minutes (Approved 15 September 1999)

Meeting Number 220, 12-16 and 19-23 July 1999
Host: Mr. Don A. Schricker

J4 COBOL Technical Committee
Secretary:  Mr. Raymond W. Fisher, CCP, EDS

Salem, Massachusetts, USA
Scribe:  Mr. Donald F. Nelson, Compaq

Mr. Don Schricker, chair, called the 220th meeting of the J4 COBOL Technical Committee to order at 0840 hours Eastern Daylight Time (EDT) on Monday, 12 July 1999 in Salem, Massachusetts.

The paragraphs in these minutes correspond to the agenda item number regardless of the sequence in which topics were processed.  If the committee did not discuss a subordinate agenda item, that item is omitted from the minutes.  Actions under some agenda items may have occurred on multiple days.

Attendance:


Legend of Attendance List:

A
Alternate member present

G
Guest present

L
Liaison representative present

M
Primary voting member present

N
Non-voting member present

O
Observer present

--
Primary voting member absent

-
Person absent

*
Voting member did not fulfill attendance requirements for this meeting

Week one of two weeks:


Name
Organization




      Dates         July 1999




12
13
14
15
16


Donald F. Nelson
Compaq
M
M
M
M
M


Raymond W. Fisher, CCP
EDS
--
--
--
--
--


Artur Reimann
Fujitsu Software
M
M
M
M
M


Walter Murray
Hewlett-Packard
A
A
A
A
A


Ann Wallace
IBM
M
M
M
M
M


Wataru Takagi
ITSCJ
M
M
M
M
M


Robert A. Karlin
Karlins’ Korner
--
M
M
M
M


Don A. Schricker  (Chair)
Merant
M
M
M
M
M


Les Canham
Merant
A
A
A
A
A


Jonathan Beit‑Aharon
self
-
-
-
-
-

*
Wim Ebbinkhuijsen
self
--
--
--
--
--


John R. Brieschke 
Unisys
--
--
--
--
--

*
Barry Tauber
Victor Consulting
--
--
--
--
--


Stephen Spiro
Wizard Systems
--
--
--
--
--

Week two of two weeks:


Name
Organization




      Dates         July 1999




19
20
21
22
23


Donald F. Nelson
Compaq
M
M
M
M
--


Raymond W. Fisher, CCP
EDS
M
M
M
M
M


Artur Reimann
Fujitsu Software
M
M
M
M
M


Walter Murray
Hewlett-Packard
A
A
A
A
A


Ann Wallace
IBM
M
M
M
M
M


Wataru Takagi
ITSCJ
M
--
--
--
--


Robert A. Karlin
Karlins’ Korner
M
--
--
--
--


Don A. Schricker  (Chair)
Merant
M
M
M
M
M


Les Canham
Merant
-
-
-
-
-


Jonathan Beit‑Aharon
self
G
G
-
-
-

*
Wim Ebbinkhuijsen
self
--
--
--
--
--


John R. Brieschke 
Unisys
M
M
M
M
M

*
Barry Tauber
Victor Consulting
--
--
--
--
--


Stephen Spiro
Wizard Systems
M
M
M
M
M

1.  Membership report

Mr. Schricker presented the membership report.

Mr. Reimann moved and Mr. Nelson seconded that:

due to administrative delays in the production of the March J4 meeting minutes, sufficient notice was not given of the change to the July 1999 meeting dates.  Consequently Mr. Brieschke's attendance of four days of the July meeting is sufficient for meeting the requirement for attendance.

The motion passed with a vote of:

YES --
6
NO --
0
ABSTAIN -- 
0

Mr. Reimann moved and Mr. Nelson seconded that:

noting that Mr. Ebbinkjhuijsen has accepted and progressed all assignments given by J4 and has advised the chair of his commitment to attend the next two meetings, his membership is retained until the next J4 meeting.

The motion passed with a vote of:

YES --
6
NO --
0
ABSTAIN -- 
0

   The following actions concern membership in J4:

--
The membership of Unisys is in jeopardy for failure to attend two of the last three meetings.

--
The membership of Hewlett Packard is in jeopardy for failure to attend two of the last three meetings.

--
The membership of Victor Consulting is in jeopardy for failure to attend two of the last three meetings including this meeting.

--
The membership of Wim Ebbinkhuijsen is in jeopardy for failure to attend two of the last three meetings including this meeting.

Membership is twelve; a quorum is four.  The current membership is shown in the J4 Mailing List for this meeting.

2.  Distribution of documents

The documents distributed for this meeting are listed in the document register for this meeting.

3.  Approval of agenda

Noting that 99-0296 relates to several papers on the agenda and several papers recently passed,
99-0296 is moved to 16.1.2.

Mr. Nelson moved and Ms Wallace seconded that:

the agenda for meeting 220 of the J4 COBOL Technical Committee be approved as amended by the Chair.

The motion passed with a vote of:

YES --
6
NO --
0
ABSTAIN -- 
0

The final agenda, J4/99-0348, is included with these minutes by reference.

4.  Standing Documents - no action requirement unless an issue is raised

4.10  99-0341 (S-17) - Guide to J4 electronic document distribution (Wallace)

The revised version of S-17 was accepted without comment.

5.  Meeting planning
5.1  Future meetings

The future meetings scheduled for J4 are as follows:

DATE
Number
Meeting Type
Location / Host

13 – 18 September 1999
M-221
J4
(Monday – Saturday)
Minneapolis, Minnesota
Mr. Brieschke, Unisys

14 – 19 November 1999
M-222
J4
(Sunday – Friday)
San Diego, California
Mr. Reimann, Fujitsu Software

17 – 28 January 2000
M-223
J4
(2 weeks
Start Monday
end Friday
Sunday off)
Carmel, California
Ms Wallace, IBM

6 – 14 April 2000
M-224
J4 / WG4
(Thursday - Saturday
3 days - J4
Sunday off
Monday - Wednesday
3 days - WG4
Thursday - Friday
2 days - J4)
Amsterdam, The Netherlands
Mr. Ebbinkhuijsen

12 - 16 June 2000
M-225
J4
Boston area
Mr. Schricker

14 - 18 August 2000
M-226
J4
Western US
Mr. Karlin

16 - 20 October 2000
M-227
J4
Chicago area
Mr. Tauber

3 - 8 December 2000
M-228
J4
(Sunday – Friday)
New Orleans, Louisiana
Mr. Nelson

The following is a list of hosting activities of each J4 member:

Organization
Name
Last Hosting
Next Hosting

Unisys
John R. Brieschke
June 1998
M-221 / September 1999

Fujitsu Software
Artur Reimann
October 1997
M-222 / November 1999

IBM
Ann Wallace
April 1998
M-223 / January 2000

--
Wim Ebbinkhuijsen
--
M-224 / April 2000

Merant
Don A. Schricker
July 1999
M-225 / June 2000

Karlins’ Korner
Robert A Karlin
--
M-226 / August 2000

Victor Consulting
Barry Tauber
August 1998
M-227 / October 2000

Compaq
Don Nelson
January 1999
M-228 / December 2000

Wizard Systems
Stephen Spiro
--
--

ITSCJ
Wataru Takagi
May 1995
--

Hewlett-Packard
Veeru Mehta
December 1996
--

EDS
Raymond W. Fisher
May 1999
--

5.2  99-0304 - Scheduling co-located meetings (Klein)

The paper was discussed.  If authorization is received from NNI and SC22 for the WG4 meeting, the division of dates between the J4 meeting and the WG4 meeting are firm.

6.
  Treasurer's report
6.1  99-0235 - Treasurer's Report for Meeting 219 (Brieschke)

Mr. Brieschke presented J4/99-0235, J4 Treasurer's Report for meeting 219.  He recommended that the meeting fee for meeting 221 in September 1999 should be set at $200.00.

Mr. Fisher moved and Mr. Murray seconded that:

the meeting fee for meeting 221 in September 1999 be set at $200.00.

The motion passed with a vote of:

YES --
7
NO --
0
ABSTAIN -- 
0

7.  99-0237 - Action Item and Dynamic Document Assignments (Fisher)

The committee members were requested to mark off the items they had completed on an alphabetically sorted copy of the Action Item List handed to them by Mr. Fisher, and to return that marked list to Mr. Fisher prior to the end of the meeting.

8.  Approval of minutes
     99-0236 - J4 Meeting 219 Minutes (Fisher)

An ad hoc committee appointed to review the minutes recommended that they be approved with minor modifications.

Mr. Fisher moved and Ms Wallace seconded to:

approve the minutes of meeting 219 as modified at meeting 220.

The motion passed with a vote of:

YES --
8
NO --
0
ABSTAIN -- 
0

10.  Report of J4 Chair

10.1  99-0384 - Cover page

Ms Wallace  moved and Mr. Fisher seconded to:

approve J4/99-0384, Cover page, as modified at meeting 220, subject to approval by the SC22 Chairman and Secretariat and by the NCITS Secretariat.

The motion passed with a vote of:

YES --
6
NO --
0
ABSTAIN -- 
0

Mr. Schricker will send 99-0385, the revision of 99-0384, Cover page, to the NCITS Secretariat for approval.

Mr. Schricker will send 99-0385, the revision of 99-0384, Cover page, to the WG4 Convenor requesting that it be forwarded to the SC22 Chairman and Secretariat for approval.

11.
  Controversial Items
11.1  Dynamic tables - tabled for the results of the WG4 poll
         99-0231 - WG4 poll on dynamic tables (Wallace)
         99-0153 - Dynamic table simplification (Karlin)
         99-0152 - Dynamic table simplification concepts (Karlin)
         99-0137 - Remove dynamic tables (Klein)
         99-0248 - Response to quality review document 98-0481/8 (Karlin)

         99-0349 - Dynamic Table Removal (Klein)
         99-0391 - Comments on 99-0349, Dynamic table removal (Schricker)

Based on results of the WG4 poll of delegations, Dynamic tables will be removed from the draft standard rather than trying to fix them.  Mr. Klein’s proposal to remove them is based on CD version 1.4.  The committee preference was that before acting on that proposal, that Mr. Klein be requested to update the proposal to CD version 1.5.  Mr. Klein prepared 99-0349 in time to be considered as this meeting.  Mr. Schricker then prepared 99-0391, in time to be considered at this meeting, to refine
99-0349 with consideration of the most recent changes in the Combined Change Proposal.

After considering the alternative suggested for 99-0349 proposal item 5, the committee decided to use the originally proposed change.

Noting that integer-3 and integer-4 had been used in earlier versions of the CD but have since been dropped, the committee confirmed that integer-5 on the OCCURS clause was correctly being changed to integer-3 in 99-0349 proposal item 6.

Mr. Reimann moved and Ms Wallace seconded to:

approve 99-0349 as modified by 99-0391 and discussions at meeting 220.

The motion passed with a vote of:

YES --
5
NO --
0
ABSTAIN -- 
0

Mr. Schricker will prepare 99-0398, a revision of 99-0349, incorporating the approved modifications.  Mr. Nelson will apply 99-0398 to the combined change proposal.

12.
  Processing of Base Document
12.1  Status of Base Document (Nelson)
12.1.1  99-0198 - Map between CD 1.4 and CD 1.5 (Nelson)
12.1.2  99-0278 - Combined Change Proposal CD 1.5 #1 (Nelson)

12.1.3  99-0292 - Problems found in applying proposals passed at meeting 219 to the CCP

The changes Mr. Nelson had made were accepted by consensus.

12.1.4  99-0285 - Misc changes for meetings 218 & 219 (Nelson)

Ms Wallace moved and Mr. Reimann seconded to:

approve 99-0285 as modified during discussions at meeting 220.

The motion passed with a vote of:

YES --
6
NO --
0
ABSTAIN -- 
0

Mr. Nelson will apply 99-0285 as modified to the combined change proposal.

13.  Review of EF and WR documents that were "approved as modified" 

13.8  99-0261 - Implied PICTURE clause (Karlin)

There was consensus that all of the proposals listed in paragraph 13.3 through 13.8 correctly reflected modifications directed by the committee.

15.
  Items requiring significant direction
15.1  @Internationalization cleanup (96-0488/6, 20, 21) (Wallace)

Items 6 and 21 have already been addressed.

15.1.1  @Internationalization – Miscellaneous (Wallace)

This item has already been addressed and will be removed from the agenda.

15.3  99-0282 - SPECIAL-NAMES cleanup (98-0467/15; 98-0475/28a-c; 98-0512/12; 98-0571/4) (Reimann)
         99-0343 - SPECIAL-NAMES cleanup (98-0467/15; 98-0475/28a-c; 98-0512/12; 98-0571/4) (Reimann)
Mr. Reimann prepared 99-0343, a revision to 99-0282 incorporating the guidance provided during discussions at them meeting in time for consideration at this meeting.

Ms Wallace moved and Mr. Nelson seconded to:

approve 99-0343 as modified during discussions at meeting 220.

The motion passed with a vote of:

YES --
7
NO --
0
ABSTAIN -- 
0

Mr. Reimann will prepare 99-0370, a revision of 99-0343 incorporating the approved changes and distribute it for committee review.  Mr. Nelson will apply 99-0370 to the combined change proposal.

15.4  99-0320 - Parameterized classes (Schricker)

Mr. Reimann moved and Mr. Nelson seconded to:

Remove the requirement in proposal item 2, subrules 15a and 16a.

The motion passed with a vote of:

YES --
3
NO --
2
ABSTAIN -- 
2

Mr. Karlin moved and Mr. Canham seconded to:

approve 99-0320 as modified during discussions at meeting 220.

The motion passed with a vote of:

YES --
7
NO --
0
ABSTAIN -- 
0

Mr. Schricker will revise 99-0320 including the approved modifications and will provide it for the Committee to review.  Mr. Nelson will apply the revision of 99-0320 to the combined change proposal.

15.5  99-0326 - Repository updating; checking of definitions and of conformance (Schricker)

Mr. Nelson moved and Ms Wallace seconded to:

approve 99-0326 as modified during discussions at meeting 220.

The motion passed with a vote of:

YES --
7
NO --
0
ABSTAIN -- 
0

Mr. Schricker will prepare a 99-0378, revision of 99-0326, incorporating the approved modifications and distribute it to the committee for review.  Mr. Nelson will apply 99-0378 to the combined change proposal.

15.7  99-0276 - Bit and national groups (Wallace)

         99-0297 - Comments on 99-0276 (Reimann)

         99-0319 - Analysis of document 99-0276 (Ebbinkhuijsen)

The committee took this straw vote:

The specification should be expanded to include all new usages (floating-point, etc.) regarding the alignment of a group and its first elementary item.


Yes
No
Abstain

All present


not taken

Voting members only
6
0
1

Mr. Karlin volunteered to investigate using consistent alignment for a group and the first elementary items for all new usages.

Ms Wallace will prepare a revision to 99-0276 incorporating the guidance provided.

15.9  99-0303 - File sharing and record locking (Nelson)

Mr. Karlin moved and Ms Wallace seconded to:

approve 99-0303.

The motion passed with a vote of:

YES --
7
NO --
0
ABSTAIN -- 
0

Mr. Nelson will apply 99-0303 to the combined change proposal.

15.11  99-0274 - INVOKE syntax rules (Reimann)

Mr. Nelson moved and Mr. Reimann seconded to:

approve 99-0274 as modified.

The motion passed with a vote of:

YES --
6
NO --
0
ABSTAIN -- 
0

Mr. Nelson will apply 99-0274 as modified to the combined change proposal.

15.13  99-0290 - Compiler directing facility (Wallace)

Mr. Reimann volunteered to develop a proposal to disallow lowercase currency symbols.

Ms Wallace will prepare a revision to 99-0290 incorporating the guidance provided.

15.15  99-0336 - COPY REPLACING identifier repair (Nelson)

This agenda item was added to accommodate this proposal in response to discussions under agenda item 18.51  99-0305 - Known error in COPY REPLACING on page 17.

Mr. Reimann moved and Mr. Brieschke seconded to:

approve 99-0336 as modified during discussions at meeting 220.

The motion passed with a vote of:

YES --
7
NO --
0
ABSTAIN -- 
0

Mr. Nelson will prepare 99-0368, an updated version of the proposal and distribute it to the committee for review.  Mr. Nelson will apply 99-0368 to the combined change proposal.

15.16  99-0389 - Revisit rules for strongly-typed items (Reimann)

The proposal addresses 98-0481/0004.b,c, and d.

Ms Wallace  moved and Mr. Reimann seconded to:

approve 99-0389 as modified during discussions at meeting 220.

The motion passed with a vote of:

YES --
5
NO --
0
ABSTAIN -- 
0

Mr. Reimann will prepare 99-0396, a revision to 99-0389 incorporating the approved modifications.  Mr. Nelson will apply 99-0396 to the combined change proposal.

16.  Quality review comment processing 

16.1  Comments that have not been processed

16.1.1  98-0468 - CD 1.4 quality review - Definitions (Wallace)

            98-0520 - Definitions (Ebbinkhuijsen)

            99-0399 - Definition Overhaul (Schricker)

During discussion of 98-0468, General comment, sub paragraphs a through h, Mr. Nelson took notes of which definitions need to be changed and which need to be removed. He will apply editorial changes suggested during these discussions.  Later during the meeting, Mr. Schricker continued Mr. Nelson’s notes and incorporated them into 99-0399.

Ms Wallace will investigate comment 2.c.
Mr. Nelson will investigate comment 2.d.
The alternative to delete was accepted for item 2.f.

Mr. Reimann will propose a correct COBOL definition for “alphabetic character” to address part of comment 3.d.

Ms Wallace will investigate usage of validate and locale in the context of the definition of “alphabetic character” to address part of comment 3.d.

Ms Wallace will update the definition of “computer’s coded character set” to address comment 3.e.

Rather than continue to look at definitions piecemeal, Mr. Reimann volunteered to provide a comprehensive review of definitions.

To wrap up definitions reviewed so far under this agenda item, Mr. Schricker consolidated those items into 99-0399.

Mr. Reimann moved and Mr. Spiro seconded to:

approve 99-0399.

The motion passed with a vote of:

YES --
4
NO --
0
ABSTAIN -- 
0

Mr. Schricker will distribute 99-0399 to the committee for review.  Mr. Nelson will apply 99-0399 to the combined change proposal.

16.1.2  99-0296 - Comments on CD 1.5 (Kiesel/Reimann)

            99-0321 - Response to Comments on CD 1.5 (Reimann)

Mr. Nelson will add a proposal item for item 11 in 99-0296 to his next miscellaneous editorial proposal.

The following items were rejected for the stated reasons:
2c – The word LENGTH must be reserved in the constant entry and was a reserved word in the previous standard.
3 – The language conformance rules have sufficient details.

Mr. Nelson will apply the editorial items in 99-0296 directly to the combined change proposal.

Mr. Reimann will develop 99-0321 containing corrections for all of the items in 99-0296 that are accepted as changes.  99-0321 was prepared in time for consideration at this meeting.

After discussion of 99-0321, Mr. Reimann decided to rewrite the proposal as 99-0371 incorporating the additional guidance.  Mr. Reimann prepared 99-0371 in time for consideration at this meeting.

Mr. Nelson moved and Mr. Fisher seconded to:

approve 99-0371 as modified during discussions at meeting 220.

The motion passed with a vote of:

YES --
4
NO --
0
ABSTAIN -- 
0

Mr. Reimann will prepare 99-0379, a revision to 99-0371 incorporating the approved modifications and distribute it to the committee for review.  Mr. Nelson will apply 99-0379 to the combined change proposal.

16.2  Comments with status Deferred, Uncertain, Under Investigation

16.2.1  98-0423 - COBOL CD 1.4 Chapters 1 thru 12 (Bart) - item 44

The chairman sent a note to Mr. Bart asking for clarification of the item.

16.2.2  98-0434 - Detailed Technical Comments from Hitachi – part 1 - item 20c

Mr. Reimann addressed this and the item is complete.

16.2.3  
98-0440 - Detailed Technical Comments from Hitachi – part 2 - items 16, 17, 20a, 20b

Items 16 and17 were already addressed.

For item 20a (the indicators) the change was rejected.

For item 20b (usage national), the project editor made the change.

16.2.4  98-0452 - COBOL CD 1.4 Chapter 13 - Data Division (Bart) - item 20

This item has already been addressed.

16.2.5  98-0454 - COBOL CD 1.4 Chapter 14 -- Procedure Division (Bart) items 25, 28

Mr. Karlin volunteered to address 98-0454, item 25, concerning making part of USE syntax rule 11 a general rule.

Item 28 has already been addressed.

16.2.6  98-0458 - CD 1.4 review comments – 9/1/98 (Wallace) - items 1, 2

Item 1a and 2 have already been addressed.

Item 1b was addressed by the project editor.

16.2.7  98-0459 - CD 1.4 - Chapter 15 thru end (Bart) items 3, 18, 30

Item 3 has already been addressed.

Item 18 is being addressed by Mr. Murray.

Item 30 is still under investigation.

16.2.8  98-0462 - Quality review comments - 9/9/98 (Wallace) - items 5, 6, 10

Item 5 has already been addressed.

Item 6 is still under investigation by Mr. Wallace.

Item 10 is still under investigation by Mr. Brieschke.

16.2.9  98-0467 - CD 1.4 quality review comments 9/19/98 (Wallace) - item 10, 26b, 26c, 27

Item 10 is still under investigation by Ms Wallace.

Items 26 and 27 are being addressed by Mr. Schricker in another paper.

16.2.10  98-0473 - CD 1.4 quality review comments - 9/23/98 (Wallace) - item 1

Item 1 is still under investigation by Ms Wallace.

16.2.11  98-0475- CD 1.4 quality review comments - 9/27/98 (Wallace) items 4, 5, 21, 28a-d

Items 4 and 5 are still under investigation by Ms Wallace.

Item 21 has already been addressed.

Items 28a through 28c have already been addressed.

Item 28d is being addressed by Ms Wallace in another proposal.

16.2.12  98-0481 - CD 1.4 quality review comments 10/1/98 (Wallace) - items 4 a-e

After initial discussion, Item 4a was rejected.
Item 4b was accepted and will be addressed by Mr. Reimann.
Item 4c needs more discussion.
Item 4d is still under investigation by Mr. Reimann.
Item 4e was addressed by the project editor.

After further discussion, items 4c, and d were also accepted.  Mr. Reimann will prepare a proposal to address comment items 98-0481/0004.b, c, and d.

16.2.13 98-0505 - Review comments of BSI - COBOL Panel - September 1998 (UK) item 1061

Action required by this comment has already been done.

16.2.14  98-0512 - CD 1.4 quality review comments - 10/8/98 (Wallace) - item 14

Mr. Schricker will revise the wording to clarify that the implementor defines both record locking and file sharing defaults if neither are specified.

16.2.15  98-0519 - COBOL CD 1.4 late comments (Bart) - item 15

The comment has already been addressed.

16.2.16  98-0521 - CD 1.4 quality review comments 10/12/98 (Wallace) - items 5, 7

              98-0523 - Comments on 98-0521 (Karlin)

              98-0528 - (Quality Review) Alphanumeric Character Positions versus Bytes (Klein)

Comment 5 has already been addressed by Mr. Nelson.

Comment 7 has already been assigned at a work item to Ms Wallace.

16.2.17  98-0526 - CD 1.4 review - changes to list of characters for use in identifiers (Wallace)

This paper had been withdrawn by the author.

16.2.18  98-0527 - CD 1.4 quality review comments - 10/16/98 (Wallace) - item 1

The comment is still under investigation.

16.2.19  98-0571 - Quality review comments - Internationalization (Wallace) - items 2c, 3, 7, 9

Item 2c still being worked on.
Resolution of Item 3 was approved in 99-0215.
Item 7 still being worked on.
Item 9 still being worked on.

16.2.20  98-0574 - Quality review comments - 11/5/98 (Wallace) - item 14

Resolution of Item 14 was approved in 99-0208.


16.2.21  98-0577 - Quality review comments - miscellaneous (Wallace) - items 3, 12, 20

              99-0183 - Analysis of J4/98-0577, items 3 and 4 (Ebbinkhuijsen)

Item 3 was split into 5 parts lettered a through e.  Item 3c was rejected and the other are already incorporated into CD 1.5.

Item 12 will be addressed by Mr. Nelson.

Item 20 is still under investigation by Ms Wallace.

16.2.22  98-0492 - (Quality Review) Follow-up on Earlier Comments (Klein) - items 1, 2, 4

              98-0438 - Reference Format, Logical Conversion, and Related Issues (Wallace)

              99-0273 - Analysis of (parts of) 98-0492 (Wallace)

              99-0307 - Investigation of 98-0492/0002.e (Wallace)

During discussion of 99-0273 and 99-0307, the committee took the following straw votes:

Revise rules to exclude comments entirely from the resultant text (do not copy comments from pseudo-text-2 into resultant text).


Yes
No
Abstain

Voting members only
4
1
1

Preclude comments from being introduced by COPY/REPLACE.


Yes
No
Abstain

Voting members only
3
1
1

Mr. Reimann will investigate the effect of general rules affecting syntax.

Ms Wallace provided status updates on these comments in 98-0492 to the secretary.

Mr. Schricker will investigate 98-0492 comments 1.a  and 1.d.

Ms Wallace will investigate 98-0492 comment 1.b.

17.  Minor corrections from the CD public review 

17.10  99-0281 - Changes for CD comment 108 on record locking (96-0486/1,2) (Wallace)

           99-0347 - Changes for CD comment 108 on record locking (96-0486/1,2) (Wallace)

Ms Wallace prepared 99-0347, a revision to 99-0281 incorporating the guidance provided in time for discussion at this meeting.

Ms Wallace  moved and Mr. Reimann seconded to:

approve 99-0347 as modified during discussions at meeting 220.

The motion passed with a vote of:

YES --
7
NO --
0
ABSTAIN -- 
0

Mr. Nelson will apply 99-0347, as modified, to the combined change proposal.

17.11  99-0324 - Reword DELETE to parallel READ (99-0094) (Karlin)

Mr. Canham moved and Mr. Reimann seconded to:

approve 99-0324 as modified during discussions at meeting 220.

The motion passed with a vote of:

YES --
7
NO --
0
ABSTAIN -- 
0

Mr. Karlin revised 99-0324 as 99-0331 containing the approved modifications.  Mr. Nelson will apply 99-0331 to the combined change proposal.

18.
Corrections

18.12  99-0294 - Definition of character (Wallace)

Mr. Reimann moved and Mr. Nelson seconded to:

approve 99-0294 as modified during discussions at meeting 220.

The motion passed with a vote of:

YES --
6
NO --
0
ABSTAIN -- 
0

Ms Wallace will prepare a revision to 99-0294 incorporating the approved modifications and will provide it for the Committee to review.

Mr. Nelson will apply the revision of 99-0294 to the combined change proposal.

18.13  99-0299 - Continuation and hex literals (98-0423/23) (Wallace)

Ms Wallace will prepare a revision to 99-0299 incorporating the guidance provided.

18.14  99-0224 - Fix comment specification (98-0423/24) (Wallace)

           99-0345 - Fix comment specification and indicators (98-0423/24) (Wallace)

           99-0300 - Effect of logical conversion on reference format (Wallace)

           99-0301 - Logical conversion and reference format (Klein)

           99-0312 - Free Form Indicators in Fixed Form Source (Bart)

The committee took the following straw votes:

The new style continuation of literals should be allowed in fixed-form reference format.


Yes
No
Abstain

All present


not taken

Voting members only
3
2
1

>>D debugging indicator should be allowed in fixed-form reference format.


Yes
No
Abstain

All present


not taken

Voting members only
0
4
3

Debugging lines should be made archaic rather than obsolete.


Yes
No
Abstain

All present


not taken

Voting members only
0
5
2

Remove all requirements concerning the content of a listing.


Yes
No
Abstain

All present


not taken

Voting members only
5
2
0

There was consensus to not change debugging lines to conditional compilation lines during logical conversion.

There was consensus that separators and comment indicators should not be continued across lines in fixed format.

Ms Wallace will prepare 99-0345, a revision to 99-0224 incorporating the guidance provided.

After reconsideration of the complicating implications created by restricting the >>D debugging indicator to only free-form reference format, the committee retook the straw vote taken earlier in the meeting.

>>D debugging indicator should be allowed in fixed-form reference format.


Yes
No
Abstain

All present


not taken

Voting members only
3
3
2

Mr. Reimann moved and Mr. Fisher seconded to:

allow the >>D debugging indicator in fixed-form reference format.

The motion failed with a vote of:

YES --
4
NO --
4
ABSTAIN -- 
0

After further discussion, Ms Wallace requested reconsideration, and the vote was retaken.

The motion passed with a vote of:

YES --
5
NO --
3
ABSTAIN -- 
0

The committee then took this straw vote:

Inline comments should be allowed on directive lines in both free-form and fixed-form reference formats (currently they are allowed on directives only on free-form reference format).


Yes
No
Abstain

All present


not taken

Voting members
4
0
2

Ms Wallace will prepare a revision of 99-0345, incorporating the guidance provided.

18.17  99-0265 - Initial and recursive program concepts (Nelson)

           99-0232 - Follow-on to meeting 218 processing of 99-0107 (Klein)

           99-0316 – Initial attribute and functions (Wallace)

Mr. Reimann moved and Mr. Murray seconded to:

approve 99-0265 as modified during discussions at meeting 220.

The motion passed with a vote of:

YES --
6
NO --
0
ABSTAIN -- 
0

Mr. Nelson will apply 99-0265 as modified to the combined change proposal.

99-0232 was discussed and the consensus was that there is no support to take any action.

99-0316 supports the above and is considered to be complete.

18.19  99-0306 - Mapping of literals (Wallace)

There was consensus to accept the recommendation that no action is required.

18.20  99-0284 - Parameter passing and conformance (99-0085; 98-0512/21,23) (Reimann)

Ms Wallace moved and Mr. Canham seconded to:

approve 99-0284 as modified during discussions at meeting 220.

The motion passed with a vote of:

YES --
6
NO --
0
ABSTAIN -- 
0

Mr. Nelson will apply 99-0284 as modified to the combined change proposal.

18.28  99-0334 - Formatting of the COLLATING SEQUENCE clause (98-0475/11) (Nelson)

Ms Wallace moved and Mr. Reimann seconded to:

approve 99-0334 as modified during discussions at meeting 220.

The motion passed with a vote of:

YES --
8
NO --
0
ABSTAIN -- 
0

Mr. Nelson will prepare 99-0372, a revision if 99-0334, Formatting of the COLLATING SEQUENCE clause (98-0475/11), incorporating approved modifications and distribute the document for committee review.

Mr. Nelson will apply 99-0372 to the combined change proposal.

18.29  99-0291 - DIVIDE general rules (98-0499/13,14) (Nelson)

           99-0381 - DIVIDE general rules (98-0499/13,14) (Nelson)

After discussion of 99-0291, Mr. Nelson prepared 99-0381, a revision to 99-0291 incorporating the guidance provided.

After discussion of 99-0381, Mr. Nelson was asked to prepare a revision incorporating the guidance provided, and also addressing similar changes for ADD, SUBTRACT, and MULTIPLY.

18.31  99-0280 - Compilation group clean-up (98-0512/7,8) (Reimann)

           99-0318 - Compilation group clean-up (Reimann)

           99-0329 - Compilation group clean-up (Reimann)

Mr. Reimann prepared 99-0318 as a revision to 99-0280 incorporating the guidance provided during discussion of 99-0280.  99-0318 was discussed later in the meeting and revised again as 99-0329.

Ms Wallace moved and Mr. Karlin seconded to:

approve 99-0318 as modified during discussions at meeting 220.

The motion passed with a vote of:

YES --
7
NO --
0
ABSTAIN -- 
0

Mr. Reimann revised 99-0318 as 99-0329 containing the approved modifications and provided it to the Committee to review.  Mr. Nelson will apply 99-0329 to the combined change proposal.

18.32  99-0295 - ACTIVE-CLASS concepts (99-0247) (Reimann/Karlin/Canham)

           99-0317 - ACTIVE-CLASS concepts (99-0247) (Reimann/Karlin/Canham)

Mr. Reimann revised 99-0295 as 99-0317.  After discussion of 99-0339 (following at agenda item 18.32a), Mr. Reimann decided to rewrite both 99-0339 and 99-0317.

18.32a  99-0339 - Argument and parameter rules (Reimann)

             99-0373 - Argument and parameter rules (Reimann)

After discussion, Mr. Reimann decided to revise the proposal as 99-0373.  The paper was prepared in time for discussion at this meeting.

Mr. Reimann moved and Mr. Nelson seconded to:

approve 99-0373 as modified during discussions at meeting 220.

The motion passed with a vote of:

YES --
7
NO --
0
ABSTAIN -- 
0

Mr. Reimann will prepare 99-0380, a revision of 99-0373 incorporating the approved modifications, and distribute it to the committee for review.

Mr. Nelson will apply 99-0380 to the combined change proposal.

18.35  99-0263 - LENGTH in constant entry (Nelson)

Ms Wallace moved and Mr. Karlin seconded to:

approve 99-0263 as modified during discussions at meeting 220.

The motion passed with a vote of:

YES --
7
NO --
0
ABSTAIN -- 
0

Mr. Nelson will apply 99-0263 as modified to the combined change proposal.

18.37  99-0266 - Remove collating-sequence format of SET (Nelson)

Mr. Karlin moved and Mr. Reimann seconded to:

approve 99-0266 as modified during discussions at meeting 220.

The motion passed with a vote of:

YES --
7
NO --
0
ABSTAIN -- 
0

Mr. Nelson will apply 99-0266 as modified to the combined change proposal.

18.38  99-0267 - Elementary item and elementary data item (Nelson)

Ms Wallace moved and Mr. Murray seconded to:

approve 99-0267.

The motion passed with a vote of:

YES --
7
NO --
0
ABSTAIN -- 
0

Mr. Nelson will apply 99-0267 to the combined change proposal.

18.39  99-0268 - Meaning of standard extensions (Wallace)

Mr. Karlin moved and Mr. Nelson seconded to:

approve 99-0268 with the removal of item 3.

The motion passed with a vote of:

YES --
7
NO --
0
ABSTAIN -- 
0

Mr. Nelson will apply items 1 and 2 of 99-0268 to the combined change proposal.

18.40  99-0270 - Binding (Wallace)

Mr. Reimann moved and Mr. Nelson seconded to:

approve 99-0270 as modified during discussions at meeting 220.

The motion passed with a vote of:

YES --
6
NO --
0
ABSTAIN -- 
0

Mr. Nelson will apply 99-0270 as revised to the combined change proposal.

18.42  99-0346 - Locale concepts (Reimann)

Ms Wallace  moved and Mr. Murray seconded to:

approve 99-0346 as modified during discussions at meeting 220.

The motion passed with a vote of:

YES --
7
NO --
0
ABSTAIN -- 
0

Mr. Reimann will prepare 99-0376, a revision of 99-0346, incorporating the approved modifications.

Mr. Nelson will apply 99-0376 to the combined change proposal.

18.43  99-0286 - Clarification of ALLOW rules (Nelson)

Ms Wallace moved and Mr. Reimann seconded to:

approve 99-0286.

The motion passed with a vote of:

YES --
6
NO --
0
ABSTAIN -- 
0

Mr. Nelson will apply 99-0286 to the combined change proposal.

18.44  99-0287 - Compile-time arithmetic expressions (Nelson)

           99-0325 - Compile-time arithmetic expressions (Nelson)

The committee took this straw vote:

For compile-time arithmetic expressions, truncation to an integer shall take place only at the end of the expression and not for each operation.


Yes
No
Abstain

All present


not taken

Voting members only
2
0
4

After further discussion, the vote was taken again:


Yes
No
Abstain

All present


not taken

Voting members only
4
2
1

The literals specified in a compile-time arithmetic expression shall be restricted to integers.


Yes
No
Abstain

All present


not taken

Voting members only
3
3
1

Mr. Nelson prepared a revision to 99-0287 incorporating the guidance provided.  The result was
99-0325, which was discussed later in the meeting.

Mr. Karlin moved and Ms Wallace seconded to:

approve 99-0325 as modified during discussions at meeting 220.

The motion passed with a vote of:

YES --
7
NO --
0
ABSTAIN -- 
0

Mr. Nelson revised 99-0325 as 99-0330 containing the approved modifications and will provide 99-0330 for the Committee to review.  Mr. Nelson will apply 99-0330 to the combined change proposal.

18.45  99-0288 - PICTURE clause reword (Nelson)

Mr. Nelson moved and Ms Wallace seconded to:

approve 99-0288 as modified during discussions at meeting 220.

The motion passed with a vote of:

YES --
7
NO --
0
ABSTAIN -- 
0

Mr. Nelson will revise 99-0288 containing the approved modifications and will provide it for the Committee to review.

Mr. Nelson will apply the revision of 99-0288 to the combined change proposal.

18.46  99-0289 - Misc corrections (Reimann)

Mr. Nelson moved and Mr. Karlin seconded to:

approve 99-0289 as modified during discussions at meeting 220.

The motion passed with a vote of:

YES --
6
NO --
0
ABSTAIN -- 
0

Mr. Nelson will apply 99-0289 as revised to the combined change proposal.

18.47  99-0293 - EVALUATE directive (Nelson)

Ms Wallace moved and Mr. Reimann seconded to:

approve 99-0293.

The motion passed with a vote of:

YES --
6
NO --
0
ABSTAIN -- 
0

Mr. Nelson will apply 99-0293 to the combined change proposal.

18.48  99-0302 - RELEASE consistency (Nelson)

The committee took this straw vote:

Should the FILE option be added to the RELEASE statement?


Yes
No
Abstain

All present


not taken

Voting members only
0
4
2

Mr. Reimann moved and Mr. Nelson seconded to:

approve 99-0302 as modified during discussions at meeting 220.

The motion passed with a vote of:

YES --
7
NO --
0
ABSTAIN -- 
0

Mr. Nelson will apply 99-0302 as modified to the combined change proposal.

18.50  99-0308 - Collating sequence issues (Wallace)

Mr. Nelson  moved and Mr. Brieschke seconded to:

approve 99-0308 as modified during discussions at meeting 220.

The motion passed with a vote of:

YES --
8
NO --
0
ABSTAIN -- 
0

Mr. Nelson will apply 99-0308, as modified, to the combined change proposal.

18.51  99-0305 - Known error in COPY REPLACING (Wallace)

           99-0309 - Comment on known error (Klein)

The committee took the following straw votes:

The identifier operands in the COPY statement  should be restricted to the formats provided in the current standard.


Yes
No
Abstain

All present


not taken

Voting members only
6
0
1

Use the term text-word for the combined literal and word.


Yes
No
Abstain

All present


not taken

Voting members only
2
3
2

Make the use of identifier in the COPY statement archaic.


Yes
No
Abstain

All present


not taken

Voting members only
3
1
3

Make the use of identifier in the COPY statement obsolete.


Yes
No
Abstain

All present


not taken

Voting members only
2
3
2

Do not make the use of identifier in the COPY statement archaic or obsolete.


Yes
No
Abstain

All present


not taken

Voting members only
0
5
2

Mr. Nelson volunteered to create a proposal according to the above direction.  The proposal, 99-0336, was prepared in time for consideration later at this meeting. (See Agenda Item 15.15  99-0336 - COPY REPLACING identifier repair on page 9.)

18.52  99-0314 – SUBTRACT statement (Ebbinkhuijsen)

Mr. Nelson moved and Mr. Karlin seconded to:

approve 99-0314.

The motion passed with a vote of:

YES --
7
NO --
0
ABSTAIN -- 
0

Mr. Nelson will apply 99-0314 to the combined change proposal.

18.53  99-0315 – Change in the CCP, PICTURE clause (Ebbinkhuijsen)

Mr. Karlin moved and Mr. Murray seconded to:

approve 99-0315.

The motion passed with a vote of:

YES --
7
NO --
0
ABSTAIN -- 
0

Mr. Nelson will apply 99-0315 to the combined change proposal.

18.54  99-0322 – BYTE-LENGTH as reserved word (Nelson)

Mr. Canham moved and Mr. Karlin seconded to:

approve 99-0322 as modified during discussions at meeting 220.

The motion passed with a vote of:

YES --
7
NO --
0
ABSTAIN -- 
0

Mr. Nelson will apply 99-0322 as modified to the combined change proposal.

18.55
99-0332 - Inherited data clarification (Canham/Schricker)


99-0382 - Inherited data clarification (Canham/Schricker)

After discussion, Mr. Schricker agreed to rewrite the proposal as 99-0382 incorporating guidance provided.  99-0382 was ready in time for consideration at this meeting.

Mr. Reimann moved and Ms Wallace seconded to:

approve 99-0382 as modified during discussions at meeting 220.

The motion passed with a vote of:

YES --
7
NO --
0
ABSTAIN -- 
0

Mr. Schricker will prepare 99-0386, a revision of 99-0382 incorporating the approved modifications.

Mr. Nelson will apply 99-0386 to the combined change proposal.

18.56  99-0333 - Collating sequences and duplicate keys (Nelson)

This proposal addressed comments 98-0475/0010, 98-0475/0013, 98-0527/0010, 98-0577/0014 
and 98-0454/0028.

Mr. Brieschke moved and Mr. Nelson seconded to:

approve 99-0333 as modified during discussions at meeting 220.

The motion passed with a vote of:

YES --
8
NO --
0
ABSTAIN -- 
0

Mr. Nelson will apply 99-0333 as modified to the combined change proposal.

18.57  99-0335 - FORMAT vs RECORD clause (Nelson)

Ms Wallace  moved and Mr. Nelson seconded to:

approve 99-0335 as modified during discussions at meeting 220.

The motion passed with a vote of:

YES --
8
NO --
0
ABSTAIN -- 
0

Mr. Nelson will apply 99-0335 as modified to the combined change proposal.

18.58  99-0337 - FORMAT and WRITE (Nelson)

During discussion of problems with different lengths of supposedly fixed length records described with the FORMAT clause, the committee took this straw vote:

Make a restriction on files with a format clause.


Yes
No
Abstain

All present


not taken

Voting members
4
2
2

There was consensus to make the restriction on the OPEN.

Mr. Reimann moved and Mr. Nelson seconded to:

approve 99-0337 as modified during discussions at meeting 220.

The motion passed with a vote of:

YES --
8
NO --
0
ABSTAIN -- 
0

Mr. Nelson will prepare 99-0383 as a revision on 99-0337 incorporating the approved modifications and distribute it to the committee for review.

Mr. Nelson will apply 99-0383 to the combined change proposal.

18.59  99-0338 - Miscellaneous changes for meeting 220 (Nelson)

Mr. Reimann moved and Mr. Nelson seconded to:

approve 99-0338 as modified during discussions at meeting 220.

The motion passed with a vote of:

YES --
8
NO --
0
ABSTAIN -- 
0

Mr. Nelson will apply 99-0338 as modified to the combined change proposal.

18.60  99-0340 - Processor-dependent conformance rule (Wallace)

Mr. Brieschke moved and Mr. Nelson seconded to:

approve 99-0340.

The motion passed with a vote of:

YES --
7
NO --
0
ABSTAIN -- 
0

Mr. Nelson will apply 99-0340 to the combined change proposal.

18.61  99-0342 - Meaning of nonstandard extensions (Wallace)

Mr. Brieschke moved and Ms Wallace seconded to:

approve 99-0342 as modified during discussions at meeting 220.

The motion passed with a vote of:

YES --
7
NO --
0
ABSTAIN -- 
0

Ms Wallace will prepare 99-0387, a revision to 99-0342 incorporating the approved modifications and distribute it to the committee for review.

Mr. Nelson will apply 99-0387 to the combined change proposal.

18.62  99-0377 - Intrinsic Function Changes for Fixed Windowing (Murray)

          99-0388 - Intrinsic Function Changes for Fixed Windowing (Murray)

Of the several ways that could solve the problem of providing fixed windowing functions that still work near midnight of 31 December of each year, the committee considered these alternatives:

A.   Create new functions.

B.   Use the keyword “OMITTED” as a placeholder for skipped arguments.

C.   Do nothing.

D.   Use only 2 arguments with a keyword such as FIXED or SLIDING on the second argument to tell which meaning is needed.

E.   Keyword for argument-3.

F.   Require argument-2 when argument-3 is present.

G.   Keyword to use date/time at start of program execution instead of current date/time.

H.   Exception raised when year changes and near end of window.

The committee took these straw votes:

Should any fix be made at all to the flaw pointed out in quality review comment 
98-0459/0018?


Yes
No
Abstain

All present


not taken

Voting members
2
3
3

If a fix is installed, should that fix be to require argument-2 when argment-3 is present?


Yes
No
Abstain

All present


no taken

Voting members
6
0
2

Mr. Murray prepared 99-0388, a revision of 99-0377, incorporating this guidance in time for consideration at this meeting.

During discussion of 99-0388, it was determined that notes on the YEAR‑TO‑YYYY function should be reworded to make it clear that the functions would now allow for both fixed and sliding windows.  Also, as an alternative, the existing three functions could be modified with keywords instead of with additional arguments.

Mr. Murray will prepare a revision to 99-0388 incorporating the guidance provided.

18.63  99-0390 - Remove concept of punctuation characters (Reimann)

Ms Wallace  moved and Mr. Reimann seconded to:

approve 99-0390 as modified during discussions at meeting 220.

The motion passed with a vote of:

YES --
5
NO --
0
ABSTAIN -- 
0

Mr. Reimann will prepare 99-0395, a revision of 99-0390 incorporating the approved modifications.

Mr. Nelson will apply 99-0395 to the combined change proposal.

18.64  99-0393 - Editorial changes, meeting 220 (Wallace)

There was consensus to delete proposal items 1 and 2 with the understanding that these issues shall probably be raised again in a separate proposal.  Proposal item 3 was removed.

Ms Wallace  moved and Mr. Spiro seconded to:

approve items 4, 5, 6, and 7of 99-0393 as modified during discussions at meeting 220.

The motion passed with a vote of:

YES --
5
NO --
0
ABSTAIN -- 
0

Ms Wallace will prepare 99-0397, a revision of 99-0393 incorporating the approved modifications.

Mr. Nelson will apply 99-0397 to the combined change proposal.

19.  Input after the quality review

19.1  99-0095 - Processor-dependent features (Svalgaard)

         99-0392 - Comments on 99-0095 (Wallace)

During discussion of this paper, it was noted that COBOL vendors are implementing OO features in advance of publication of a standard, thus indicating a market requirement.

There was consensus that OO features should not be made optional.

The committee agreed with 99-0392, and there was consensus that processor dependencies should not be eliminated from the next standard.

19.2  99-0217 - Dates, Times and Durations (Jones)

Mr. Murray will prepare a proposal addressing Miscellaneous Date and Time Changes to expand the allowable range of seconds on the CURRENT‑DATE and WHEN‑COMPILED functions from 00 through 59 to 00 through 60 so as to accommodate leap seconds that are inserted from time to time.  This change will permit COBOL compatibility with the ever-slowing rate of rotation of the earth.

19.3  99-0327 – Processor Dependent -  "Inclusion" versus "meaning" (Klein)

There seemed to be some confusion that "implementor-defined" and "processor-dependent" are not different.  They are distinct and have different meanings.  Some items on the processor-dependent list are also on the implementor-defined list.  The processor-dependent list was reviewed and it was concluded that every item that is on the list is there because it is dependent on the processor and not because it was defined by the implementor.  It was felt that the conformance rules in COBOL 85 very clearly stated that hardware-dependent language elements for which support was not claimed need not be implemented.  These words are "Language elements that pertain to specific hardware components for which support is not claimed need not be implemented." We will investigate whether the words in the conformance rules of the draft standard should be clearer.

Ms Wallace will investigate whether the words in the draft standard should be clarified, perhaps by adding the COBOL85 words about processor-dependent conformance.

19.4  99-0374 – Lexical Elements (Strickland/Schricker)

Mr. Spiro moved and Mr. Reimann seconded to:

approve 99-0374 as modified during discussions at meeting 220.

The motion passed with a vote of:

YES --
7
NO --
0
ABSTAIN -- 
0

Mr. Nelson will apply 99-0374 as modified to the combined change proposal.

19.5  99-0375 – Checking required alignment of bit items (Schricker)

There was consensus to prohibit passing bit arguments that may not be aligned on a character boundary.

Mr. Schricker will prepare proposal to implement this guidance.

19.6  99-0350 – Interpretation of READ PREVIOUS (Sales/Schricker)

Mr. Schricker will propose a way to clarify the wording of General Rule 15) e) 1. and 15) e) 2.of the READ statement.

26.  Review of plans - scheduled for 2:00 the final Friday

26.1  Review draft agenda for next meeting

The draft agenda was approved by consensus.

26.3  Consider whether to reprint the document and plan distribution

After applying the current version of the combined change proposal to the base document, Mr. Nelson will reprint a new committee draft version 1.6.

Ms Wallace will arrange for copying and distributing the new version 1.6 committee draft to J4 committee members.

Time for the meeting having expired, the chair declared the meeting adjourned at 1703 hours EDT, Friday, 23 July 1999.

                  SUMMARY of J4 ROLL CALL VOTES

There were no roll call votes at this meeting.
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Respectfully submitted,
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